
PROGRAM ITINERARY
DAY 1

ON OUR WAY
Wed. Dec 23, 2026

Overnight: Flight

Board your flight from Houston and begin a meaningful
multigenerational journey of discovery, connection, and shared Jewish
experience in Israel.

DAY 2

WELCOME TO ISRAEL
Thu. Dec 24, 2026

Overnight: Tel Aviv

Arrive at Ben-Gurion International Airport and be welcomed by our
representative and assistance with arrival formalities.

Transfer to Tel Aviv and check into your hotel.

DAY 3

EXPLORE TEL AVIV
Fri. Dec 25, 2026

Enjoy a free day to rest, recharge, and explore Tel Aviv at your own
pace.
OR
Take a meaningful day tour to the Gaza Envelope, including a visit to



Overnight: Tel Aviv Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

the Nova festival site, a tour of Sderot along the Gaza border, and
stops at key landmarks that shed light on the region’s security
challenges, community life, and remarkable resilience and renewal
(separate registration).

Shabbat Shalom! Welcome Shabbat together with a meaningful
Kabbalat Shabbat on the beach, blending prayer, song, community,
and the beauty of the Mediterranean coast.

Share a festive Shabbat dinner at the hotel, celebrating together with a
traditional meal and the warmth of your community.

DAY 4

SHABBAT IN TEL AVIV
Sat. Dec 26, 2026

Overnight: Tel Aviv Meals: Breakfast

Attend optional Shabbat morning services at a local congregation.

Take in Shabbat in Tel Aviv, enjoying the city’s unique blend of serene
beaches, vibrant neighborhoods like Neve Tzedek and the Old North,
inviting cafés, and a warm Shabbat atmosphere that gently slows the
pace of this energetic coastal city.

DAY 5

COMMUNITIES PAST AND PRESENT
Sun. Dec 27, 2026

Meet your J² Expert Educator, who will guide you and your community
through an exciting journey of discovery, education, and inspiration.



Overnight: Upper Galilee Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Check out of the hotel and drive along the Mediterranean coast.

Experience the dynamism of Jewish life at ANU Museum of the Jewish
People, dedicated to telling their story and representing their diversity,
highlighting the creative works and cultural riches of a variety of
communities in different periods of history until the present day.

Volunteer with Leket Israel by harvesting surplus fruits and vegetables
from local farms, supporting the country’s leading food-rescue
organization in delivering healthy produce to families in need.

Travel to Haifa and explore Wadi Nisnas, wandering through its
bustling streets, local food stalls, and vibrant mix of Jewish, Christian,
and Muslim life that gives the neighborhood its unique flavor and enjoy
lunch on your own.

Visit the stunning Baha’i Gardens, a UNESCO World Heritage site
known for its beautifully terraced design and serene symmetry. Take in
the panoramic views of Haifa and the Mediterranean Sea from this
spiritual and architectural marvel.

Check into your hotel and enjoy dinner together as you settle in for the
evening.

DAY 6

NATURE & SECURITY IN THE GOLAN
Mon. Dec 28, 2026

Take a nature hike at the Tel Dan Nature Reserve, a beautiful and
serene spot in the Golan Heights. Tour the remains of a 5,000-year-old
city and find out why water is like gold in the parched Middle East.



Overnight: Upper Galilee Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Gaze across the Golan and into Syria from the top of Mount Bental,
gaining valuable insight into Israel’s geopolitical and security landscape
while taking in the region’s sweeping views.

Experience the thrill of jeep tour through the Golan Heights, exploring
rugged landscapes, ancient ruins, and stunning viewpoints. Experience
the region's rich history, strategic significance, and vibrant nature,
including lush valleys and volcanic rock formations.

OPTION 1: Sample some of the Golan Heights’ finest wines at Odem
Mountain Winery, nestled at the foot of Mount Hermon and known for
its distinctive high-altitude vintages.

OPTION 2: Visit the Odem Freedom Farm to learn how Jewish tradition
calls us to care for all living creatures, meeting staff who rehabilitate
rescued animals and participating in a hands-on encounter with horses,
pigs, birds, and even wolves.

Return to your hotel and gather for dinner together.

DAY 7

CONNECTING TO HISTORY
Tue. Dec 29, 2026

Check out of your hotel and begin your drive toward Jerusalem,
transitioning from the Galilee’s landscapes to the spiritual heart of
Israel.

Visit Kfar Kedem for an interactive family adventure that brings Jewish
life from 2,000 years ago to life through costumes, crafts, traditional
activities, and even a donkey ride along ancient-style paths.



Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Breakfast

Travel the Trans-Israel Highway southward, where views of the
Security Barrier offer a meaningful glimpse into Israel’s complex
landscape.

Engage in a hands-on archaeological dig at the Beit Guvrin Caves,
designed for all ages. This exciting experience allows your group to
uncover ancient artifacts, offering a fun and educational way to connect
with history and share in the thrill of discovery.

Arrive in Jerusalem and take in your first view of the Old City as you
join together in the Shehehiyanu blessing, celebrating the joy and
gratitude of reaching the Holy City.

Check into your Jerusalem hotel and settle in for the next chapter of
your journey.

DAY 8

LAYERS OF JERUSALEM
Wed. Dec 30, 2026

Discover the excavations at the City of David, the very core of ancient
Jerusalem, view the Gihon Spring, and wade through the 2,700-year-
tunnel of King Hezekiah. Walk through the recently-opened Second
Temple-period tunnel under the walls of the Old City, emerging in the
Jerusalem Archaeological Park.

No visit to Israel is complete without experiencing the Kotel (Western
Wall), widely considered Judaism's holiest site. Each year, over one
million notes containing prayers and wishes are placed in the cracks of
the wall. You'll discuss the wall's historical and contemporary
importance and experience its unique atmosphere.



Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Breakfast

Tour the Jewish Quarter, tracing the heartbeat of Jewish life through
narrow alleys and ancient stones that tell the story of faith, resilience,
and renewal. Among the highlights will be:

Visit the Jerusalem Archaeological Park, including the Davidson
Center and Robinson’s Arch, to explore layers of history where
Jewish life once flourished at the foot of the Temple Mount.

Step along the Cardo, the main thoroughfare of Roman Jerusalem,
and imagine the city’s vibrant past as you stroll among its restored
Byzantine-era columns.

Stand before King Hezekiah’s Broad Wall, an impressive 2,700-
year-old structure that once defended Jerusalem and still stands
as a symbol of endurance and faith.

Gather in Hurva Square, the lively center of Jewish life in the Old
City, where history, community, and spirituality intertwine in the
heart of the Jewish Quarter.

Wander through the vibrant Old City Shuk in the Christian Quarter,
taking in its colorful stalls, rich aromas, and lively atmosphere as you
explore and enjoy lunch on your own.

Explore Jerusalem’s Christian Quarter, follow the historic route of the
Via Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and see the path
that has shaped centuries of tradition and pilgrimage.

Climb to the rooftops of Jerusalem’s Old City to take in the views and
reflect on the delicate balance of faiths that share this sacred space,
overlooking the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the golden Dome of the
Rock, and the Hurva Synagogue.



DAY 9

MEMORY & RENEWAL
Thu. Dec 31, 2026

OPTION 1: Visit Yad Vashem, Israel's national Holocaust memorial,
where you'll pay tribute to the six million Jewish victims of the
Holocaust through moving exhibits, personal testimonies, and
photographs. The museum includes the Hall of Names and the
Children's Memorial, offering a powerful opportunity for reflection on the
importance of remembrance and the resilience of the Jewish people.

OPTION 2: Enjoy a day of discovery in Jerusalem at either the Biblical
Zoo, where nature and Jewish heritage come alive, or the Bloomfield
Science Museum, where hands-on fun makes learning unforgettable.

Take time to explore Jerusalem’s lively Mahane Yehuda Market, where
you’ll immerse yourself in the vibrant sights, sounds, and scents of this
dynamic hub. Wander through the colorful stalls and savor the flavors
of the city’s diverse and dynamic culinary scene.

Continue to Mount Herzl, Israel’s national cemetery, to visit the burial
site of Theodore Herzl, the visionary of the state of Israel. Pay respects
to Israel former leaders and honor the fallen soldiers who sacrificed
their lives for the people of the state of Israel.

Participate in a heartwarming “Build-a-Bear” workshop led by residents
of Shalva, Israel’s leading organization for the inclusion of people with
disabilities, creating meaningful connections through creativity, dignity,
and shared joy.

Ring in the New Year with a family-friendly celebration, enjoying a
festive pizza party, shared laughter, and time together to welcome the
year ahead.



Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 10

FRIDAY IN JERUSALEM
Fri. Jan 1, 2027

Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Enjoy a free day to relax, explore Jerusalem at your own pace, or
connect with family and friends as you soak in the city’s vibrant spirit.
OR
Take a full-day trip to the Dead Sea Basin, including a visit to Masada,
a walk through the oasis of Ein Gedi, and time to float in the buoyant
waters of the Dead Sea (separate registration).

Shabbat Shalom! Gather for a joyful Kabbalat Shabbat service in
Jerusalem, welcoming Shabbat with prayer, music, and the warmth of
community.

Share a festive Shabbat dinner at the hotel, enjoying traditional foods
and time together as a community.

DAY 11

THE CITY OF SHABBAT
Sat. Jan 2, 2027

Attend optional Shabbat morning services at a local congregation.

Have a late-morning checkout from your Jerusalem hotel, giving you
time to ease into the day.

Enjoy a relaxed Shabbat, with time to rest, reflect, explore your
surroundings, or attend services at a local congregation.



Overnight: Flight Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Come together for a meaningful Havdalah ceremony, bidding farewell
to Shabbat with sweet spices, melodies, and candlelight that create a
shared moment of reflection.

Celebrate the close of your Israel journey with a festive private farewell
dinner at a local restaurant, sharing good food, laughter, and memories
of your time together.

Transfer to Ben-Gurion International Airport and check in for your flight.

DAY 12

HOME
Sun. Jan 3, 2027

Return home, bringing with you the memories and deep connections
made during this memorable experience.


