
PROGRAM ITINERARY
DAY 1

ON OUR WAY
Wed. Dec 23, 2026

Overnight: Flight

Board your flight and embark on your journey of discovery and
connection with the people, history, and culture of Israel!

DAY 2

ARRIVAL TO ISRAEL
Thu. Dec 24, 2026

Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Dinner

Arrive at Ben-Gurion International Airport and meet your J² Expert
Educator, who will guide you and your community through this exciting
journey of discovery, education, and inspiration.

Travel to Jerusalem and stop at a panoramic overview of the Old City
of Jerusalem and take part in a "Shehecheyanu" blessing of
thanksgiving to mark your arrival in Israel.

Check into your hotel in Jerusalem.

Gather for a festive Welcome Dinner at a local restaurant, enjoying
your first taste of Israel’s vibrant culinary scene along with an
orientation led by your trip leader and expert educator.

DAY 3



MOSAIC OF JERUSALEM
Fri. Dec 25, 2026

Begin your morning with an abundant Israeli hotel breakfast, a feast of
fresh flavors that reflects the country’s rich culinary diversity.

ADULTS & OLDER YOUTH: Visit Yad Vashem, Israel's national
Holocaust memorial, where you'll pay tribute to the six million Jewish
victims of the Holocaust through moving exhibits, personal testimonies,
and photographs. The museum includes the Hall of Names and the
Children's Memorial, offering a powerful opportunity for reflection on the
importance of remembrance and the resilience of the Jewish people.

CHILDREN: Enjoy a day of discovery in Jerusalem at either the Biblical
Zoo, where nature and Jewish heritage come alive, or the Bloomfield
Science Museum, where hands-on fun makes learning unforgettable.

Continue to Mount Herzl, Israel’s national cemetery, to visit the burial
site of Theodore Herzl, the visionary of the state of Israel. Pay respects
to Israel former leaders and honor the fallen soldiers who sacrificed
their lives for the people of the state of Israel.

Take time to explore Jerusalem’s lively Mahane Yehuda Market, where
you’ll immerse yourself in the vibrant sights, sounds, and scents of this
dynamic hub. Wander through the colorful stalls and savor the flavors
of the city’s diverse and dynamic culinary scene.

Return to the hotel for to freshen up for Shabbat.

Shabbat Shalom! Celebrate Kabbalat Shabbat at Kol Haneshama, a
Reform congregation in Jerusalem, and join the local community in
prayer and song.

Enjoy a festive Shabbat dinner at the hotel, where you’ll share a
traditional meal.



Overnight: Jerusaelm Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 4

SHABBAT IN JERUSALEM
Sat. Dec 26, 2026

Climb to the rooftops of Jerusalem’s Old City to take in the views and
reflect on the delicate balance of faiths that share this sacred space,
overlooking the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the golden Dome of the
Rock, and the Hurva Synagogue.

Walk through the Old City and the Jewish Quarter, tracing the heartbeat
of Jewish life through narrow alleys and ancient stones that tell the
story of faith, resilience, and renewal. Among the highlights will be:

Step along the Cardo, the main thoroughfare of Roman Jerusalem,
and imagine the city’s vibrant past as you stroll among its restored
Byzantine-era columns.

Stand before King Hezekiah’s Broad Wall, an impressive 2,700-
year-old structure that once defended Jerusalem and still stands
as a symbol of endurance and faith.

Gather in Hurva Square, the lively center of Jewish life in the Old
City, where history, community, and spirituality intertwine in the
heart of the Jewish Quarter.

No visit to Israel is complete without experiencing the Kotel (Western
Wall), widely considered Judaism's holiest site. Each year, over one
million notes containing prayers and wishes are placed in the cracks of
the wall. You'll discuss the wall's historical and contemporary
importance and experience its unique atmosphere.



Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Breakfast

Gather as a community for a meaningful Havdalah ceremony, bidding
farewell to Shabbat with sweet spices, melodies, and candlelight that
create a shared moment of reflection.

Take an after dark tour of the Western Wall Tunnels, the underground
continuation of the Kotel, and examine important archaeological
discoveries that are revising our understanding of daily life in ancient
Jerusalem.

DAY 5

AS LOW AS IT GOES
Sun. Dec 27, 2026

Descend to the Dead Sea Basin, the lowest point on earth at 1,412 feet
below sea level, and marvel at this one-of-a-kind natural wonder.

Ascend Masada, a UNESCO World Heritage site, by cable car or the
Snake Path, and uncover the story of the Jewish rebels’ heroic final
stand against the Romans in 74 CE while soaking in the awe-inspiring
desert vistas.

Experience the joy of floating effortlessly in the Dead Sea, the saltiest
body of water in the world at nine times the ocean’s salt, and feel the
unique thrill of weightless fun in this extraordinary natural wonder.

Explore Bedouin culture at 'Genesis Land', as you learn to bake pita
and have the opportunity to ride camels into the stunning Judean
Wilderness, followed by a traditional "Hafla" dinner and hospitality in a
classic Bedouin tent.

Return to Jerusalem and pause at Mount Scopus to take in sweeping
panoramic views where the golden city of Jerusalem meets the



Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

vastness of the Judean Desert.

DAY 6

LIVING ON THE EDGE: IN THE SHADOW OF GAZA
Mon. Dec 28, 2026

Travel south to the Gaza Envelope.

Volunteer with Yahel Israel, working alongside local community
partners in hands-on projects that blend meaningful service with deep
learning about Israeli society.

ADULTS: Walk through a kibbutz on Israel’s border with the Gaza Strip
and meet with a resident to hear firsthand about the October 7th attack,
its aftermath, and the community’s ongoing efforts to rebuild and
recover.

CHILDREN: Taste the blooming desert through an interactive visit to
the Salad Trail, an innovative northern Negev farm. Meet with the local
farmer who is committed to making the desert bloom.

Enjoy lunch on own and support a locally owned food truck a kibbutz in
the Gaza Envelope.

Pay your respects at the memorial site of the Nova Festival at Kibbutz
Re’im and learn about the tragic attack that turned a weekend of
celebration into a heartbreaking loss. Reflect on the memorial created
by families and friends - a space of remembrance and heartbreak
echoing the promise: “We Will Dance Again.”

Devote time to reflection and processing the day’s experiences with
your tour leader and educator before returning to Jerusalem.



Overnight: Jerusalem Meals: Breakfast

DAY 7

COMPLEX REALITIES
Tue. Dec 29, 2026

Overnight: Upper Galilee Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Check out of your hotel in Jerusalem.

Drive through the Israeli “Capitol Hill”: along the Knesset – Israel’s
Parliament and its famous Menorah, the Supreme Court building, the
Prime Minister’s Office, the Israeli National Bank, and the Israel
National Library.

ADULTS: Tour the Supreme Court with a leader from the Israel
Religious Action Center (IRAC) to explore Israel's social justice
initiatives, including the ongoing judicial reforms and the significant
protests surrounding them, offering a deep dive into the complex
interplay of law, religion, and civic rights in contemporary Israel.

CHILDREN: Enjoy a fun scavenger hunt through the winding lanes and
stone pathways of Yemin Moshe, discovering hidden corners of one of
Jerusalem’s most picturesque neighborhoods.

Explore the contested landscape of East Jerusalem on a guided
geopolitical tour with Ir Amim, delving into the city's complex
demographics, shifting borders, and human rights challenges that
shape its vibrant and often fraught reality.

Travel to the Galilee in northern Israel.

Check into your kibbutz hotel and enjoy dinner.



DAY 8

ADVENTURE IN THE NORTH
Wed. Dec 30, 2026

Overnight: Upper Galilee Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Gaze across the Golan and into Syria from the top of Mount Bental,
gaining valuable insight into Israel’s geopolitical and security landscape
while taking in the region’s sweeping views.

Experience the thrill of jeep tour through the Golan Heights, exploring
rugged landscapes, ancient ruins, and stunning viewpoints. Experience
the region's rich history, strategic significance, and vibrant nature,
including lush valleys and volcanic rock formations.

ADULTS: Sample some of the Golan Heights’ finest wines at Odem
Mountain Winery, nestled at the foot of Mount Hermon and known for
its distinctive high-altitude vintages.

CHILDREN: Visit the Odem Freedom Farm to learn how Jewish
tradition calls us to care for all living creatures, meeting staff who
rehabilitate rescued animals and participating in a hands-on encounter
with horses, pigs, birds, and even wolves.

Visit the Hula Nature Reserve, a stunning wetland sanctuary filled with
thousands of migrating storks, cranes, pelicans, and flamingos, and
enjoy exploring the reserve together by bike or golf cart.

Return to your hotel and gather for dinner together.

DAY 9

ALONG THE WATER
Thu. Dec 31, 2026



Overnight: Tel Aviv Meals: Breakfast

Check out of your hotel and drive towards Tel Aviv.

Welcome to the capital of Jewish mysticism, Tsfat, with its medieval
synagogues and modern art galleries. Learn about the roots of
Kabbalah while touring the streets and alleys of the city. Your visit will
include:

Visit the Ari Synagogue and share in the inspiration and innovation
that moved Rabbi Isaac Luria (the Holy Ari) and his fellow mystics.

See the Caro Synagogue, built originally, in the 16th It is where
Rabbi Joseph Caro, one of the greatest of all Jewish legal
authorities, taught and lived.

Walk through the cobbled streets and alleyways to the Artists'
Colony with its galleries, shops, and studios.

Visit the Tsfat Candle Factory, famous for its intricate and symbolic
handcrafted candles.

Explore Caesarea, where Roman history comes alive as you wander
through the ancient city’s ruins, including its grand amphitheater,
restored harbor, and iconic aqueduct along the Mediterranean shore.

Stop at the Jaffa lookout for a beautiful introduction to Tel Aviv, taking in
sweeping views of the coastline, the modern skyline, and the city’s
vibrant blend of old and new.

Check into your hotel in Tel Aviv.

DAY 10

TEL AVIV: WHERE ZIONSIM & MODERNITY CONVERGE
Fri. Jan 1, 2027



Overnight: Tel Aviv Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Take a walk through the Bohemian neighborhood of Florentine, Tel
Aviv, and admire its ever-changing murals and street art, reflecting the
city’s dynamic cultural energy.

Walk along Rothschild Boulevard, the epicenter of the Tel Aviv scene,
and follow the Independence Trail in Tel Aviv to embark on a
remarkable journey that begins with the founding of Tel Aviv in 1909
and ends with the establishment of Israel in 1948.

Explore the lively Carmel Market, one of Tel Aviv’s most famous spots,
and savor lunch on own while surrounded by colorful produce, local
treasures, and a delicious mix of Israeli and international flavors.

Wander through Nahalat Binyamin’s open-air arts and crafts fair, where
local artisans showcase handmade treasures that celebrate the
creativity and spirit of modern Israel.

Return to your hotel to freshen up and prepare for Shabbat.

Shabbat Shalom! Celebrate Kabbalat Shabbat at V'Ahavah, a Reform
community in Shoham, joining Rabbi Rinat Safania-Shwartz and the
local community in prayer and song.

Share a Shabbat dinner, whether through home hospitality or a
communal gathering, and connect with local congregants through food,
conversation, and tradition.

DAY 11

SHABBAT IN TEL AVIV
Sat. Jan 2, 2027

Enjoy a relaxed Shabbat morning, with time to rest, reflect, explore
your surroundings, or attend services at a local congregation before



Overnight: Flight Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

checking out of the hotel.

Enjoy lunch on own at the Sarona Market, which was once a colony of
Templars, German Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land, and is now a
center of Tel Aviv cuisine.

Experience the dynamism of Jewish life at the ANU Museum of the
Jewish People, dedicated to telling their story and representing their
diversity, highlighting the creative works and cultural riches of a variety
of communities in different periods of history until the present day.

Pause at Hostages Square and reflect on Israel’s relentless efforts to
bring every hostage home. Discover the emotional stories of resilience
and heroism, and gain a deeper understanding of how this site
symbolizes the nation's unwavering commitment to the safety and
wellbeing of its people.

Gather as a community for a meaningful Havdalah service to bid
farewell to Shabbat, lifting the sweet melodies, spices, and candlelight
into a moment of reflection on your shared journey in Israel.

Celebrate the close of your Israel journey with a festive private farewell
dinner at a local restaurant, sharing good food, laughter, and memories
of your time together.

Transfer to Ben-Gurion International Airport for your flight back to the
US.

DAY 12

HOME AGAIN
Sun. Jan 3, 2027



Return home, bringing with you the memories and deep connections
made during this memorable experience.


