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PROGRAM ITINERARY

DAY 1

OUR ISRAEL JOURNEY BEGINS
Wed. Jun 10, 2026

Board your flight and embark on your journey of discovery and
connection with the people, history, and culture of Israel!

& Overnight: Flight

DAY 2

WELCOME TO ISRAEL: ALAND OF HISTORY AND HOPE
Thu. Jun 11, 2026

Arrive at Ben-Gurion International Airport and meet your J2 Expert
Educator, who will guide your family through this exciting journey of
discovery, education, and inspiration.

Begin with a stop at the Jaffa lookout for a panoramic introduction to Tel
Aviv and an overview of your adventure in Israel.
Check into your hotel in Tel Aviv.

Come together for a Welcome Dinner at a local restaurant, where you'll
savor your first taste of Israel's vibrant and diverse culinary scene, and
orientation with your trip leader and expert educator.

& Overnight: Tel Aviv =]Meals: Dinner

DAY 3
TEL AVIV: WHERE ZIONSIM AND MODERNITY CONVERGE
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Fri. Jun 12, 2026

Start the day with a traditional Israeli breakfast, featuring a delicious
spread of fresh salads, cheeses, pastries, and local delicacies.

Walk along the Independence Trail in Tel Aviv and embark on a
remarkable journey that begins with the founding of Tel Aviv in 1909
and ends with the establishment of Israel in 1948.

Explore Nahalat Binyamin, an arts and crafts market, where you can
discover handmade jewelry, textiles, and artworks.

Visit Carmel Market, one of Tel Aviv’'s most famous markets, filled with
colorful produce, unique local goods, and a mix of Israeli and
international cuisine.

Take a stroll through the bohemian neighborhood of Florentine and dive
into Tel Aviv’s creative spirit with a Graffiti & Street Art Workshop.
Explore colorful murals and create you own vibrant artwork in this
interactive and inspiring experience.

Return to the hotel to freshen up and get ready for Shabbat.
Welcome the Shabbat with Kabbalat Shabbat services at Kehilat
V'ahavta, the an inclusive Reform congregation in Shoham, led by
Rabbi Rinat Safania-Shwartz.

Home hospitality dinner with local congregants from the Shoham
community.

& Overnight: Tel Aviv =]Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 4

SHABBAT IN TEL AVIV
Sat. Jun 13, 2026
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Visit the Ayalon Institute near Rehovot for an eye-opening tour of a
clandestine munitions factory used during the British Mandate.
Experience the dynamism of Jewish life at the ANU Museum of the
Jewish People, dedicated to telling their story and representing their
diversity, highlighting the creative works and cultural riches of a variety
of communities in different periods of history until the present day.
Enjoy lunch on own at the Sarona Market, which was once a colony of
Templars, German Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land, and is now a
center of Tel Aviv cuisine.

Pause at Hostages Square and reflect on the powerful history of
Israel’s relentless efforts to bring every hostage home. Discover the
emotional stories of resilience and heroism, and gain a deeper
understanding of how this site symbolizes the nation's unwavering
commitment to the safety and well-being of its people.

Enjoy a free afternoon at the Tel Aviv beach or the hotel pool.
Participate in a communal Havdalah ceremony on the beach, as we
take the time to say goodbye to Shabbat and usher in a new week of
exploration.

Relish a free evening to experience Tel Aviv's dynamic nightlife,

whether it's relaxing on the serene beachfront, enjoying bustling cafes,
or exploring trendy local spots.

(S Overnight: Tel Aviv =]Meals: Breakfast

DAY 5

RESILIENCE & REBUILDING: LIFE NEAR GAZA
Sun. Jun 14, 2026

Travel south to the Gaza Envelope.
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Meet a desert agronomist and experience the Salad Trail, a hands-on
adventure on a northern Negev farm where innovative agriculture and
environmental vision turn the desert into a place of growth and taste.
Visit Givat HaTaspitaniot (Lookout Observers Hill) and hear stories
about women in the military and those affected by the October 7
tragedy, reflecting on themes of equity and leadership in Israeli military
culture.

Continue to Sderot, a city on Israel's border with the Gaza Strip. Take
time to have lunch, tour the town, and engage with locals - offering a
glimpse into the challenges and resilience of the community since
October 7.

Pay your respects at the memorial site of the Nova Festival at Kibbutz
Re'im and learn about the tragic attack that turned a weekend of
celebration into a heartbreaking loss. Reflect on the memorial created
by families and friends - a space of remembrance and heartbreak
echoing the promise: "We Will Dance Again".

Devote time to reflection and processing the day's experiences with
your tour leader and educator before returning to Tel Aviv.

(S Overnight: Tel Aviv =]Meals: Breakfast

DAY 6

SPIRITUALITY AND ANTIQUITY: ATALE OF TWO CITIES

Mon. Jun 15, 2026
Check out of the hotel and drive toward northern Israel.
Visit Caesarea, one of Israel's most significant archaeological sites
from the Roman period. Walk through its ancient ruins, including the
theater, hippodrome, and bathhouse.
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Embark on a guided snorkeling adventure through the underwater
archaeological park in Caesarea, where you’ll explore ancient ruins
beneath the crystal-clear waters.

Welcome to the capital of Jewish mysticism, Tsfat, with its medieval
synagogues and modern art galleries. Learn about the roots of
Kabbalah while touring the streets and alleys of the city. Your visit will
include:

See the Ari Synagogue and Caro Synagogue, both built originally
in the 16th century.

Walk through the Artists’ Colony and take the opportunity to shop
in the many boutique galleries.

Meet with renowned Tsfat artist Sheva Chaya in her studio, where
you'll learn about her unique glassblowing and watercolor art,
which reflects the intersection of nature, spirituality, and Jewish
themes.

Drive to the Galilee to check into your kibbutz hotel and enjoy dinner.

& Overnight: Upper Galilee =]Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 7

NATURE & SECURITY IN THE NORTH
Tue. Jun 16, 2026

Take a nature hike at the Tel Dan Nature Reserve, a beautiful and
serene spot in the Golan Heights.

Experience the thrill of jeep tour through the Golan Heights, exploring
rugged landscapes, ancient ruins, and stunning viewpoints. Experience
the region's rich history, strategic significance, and vibrant nature,
including lush valleys and volcanic rock formations.
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Gaze across the Golan and into Syria from the top of Mount Bental,
while gaining valuable insights into the country’s geopolitical and
security landscape from an expert at the Alma Research and Education
Center.

For a family adventure, raft or kayak down the Jordan River, enjoying
the beautiful landscape and making unforgettable memories together.
Join an Israeli-Arab family at their home to talk, over tea and coffee,
about their lives and to join them for a GalilEat cooking workshop,
followed by a traditional dinner.

Return to the hotel.

& Overnight: Upper Galilee =]Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 8

ALONG THE SPINE OF ISRAEL: LAND & HISTORY
Wed. Jun 17, 2026

Check out of your hotel.

Visit the Hula Nature Reserve, a paradise for thousands of migrating
birds like storks, cranes, pelicans, and flamingos, and enjoy the beauty
of the wetlands by bike or golf cart.

OR

Swim in the crystal-clear freshwater pools and natural springs of Gan
Hashlosha (Sachne), a lush oasis where history and nature meet in the
heart of the Galilee.

Engage in a hands-on archaeological dig at the Beit Guvrin Caves,
designed for all ages. This exciting experience allows your group to
uncover ancient artifacts, offering a fun and educational way to connect
with history and share in the thrill of discovery.
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Travel to Jerusalem and stop at the Haas Promenade for a panoramic
view of the Old City of Jerusalem and. Take part in a shehehiyanu
blessing to celebrate your arrival in the Holy City.

Check into the hotel.

(S Overnight: Jerusalem =]Meals: Breakfast

DAY 9

PASSAGES IN TIME: EXPLORING JERUSALEM'’'S ANCIENT LAYERS
Thu. Jun 18, 2026

Discover the excavations at the City of David, the very core of ancient
Jerusalem, view the Gihon Spring, and wade through the 2,700-year-
old water tunnel of King Hezekiah. Walk through the recently-opened
Second Temple-period tunnel under the walls of the Old City, emerging
in the Jerusalem Archaeological Park.

Mazal Tov! Celebrate your Bar/Bat Mitzvah at Azrat Yisrael, the
pluralistic section of the Kotel (Western Wall), a meaningful and
memorable moment for the families and the whole community.

No visit to Israel is complete without experiencing the Kotel (Western
Wall), widely considered Judaism's holiest site. Each year, over one
million notes containing prayers and wishes are placed in the cracks of
the wall. We'll discuss the wall's historical and contemporary
Importance and experience its unique atmosphere.

Explore the Western Wall Tunnel, the underground continuation of the
Kotel, and examine important archaeological discoveries that are
revising our understanding of daily life in ancient Jerusalem.

Tour the Jewish Quarter and experience the heart of Jewish life,
history, and holiness as you walk the ancient Roman-era Cardo, stand
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before King Hezekiah’s Broad Wall built 2,700 years ago, and gather in
Hurva Square, the vibrant center of Jewish life today.

Wander through the vibrant Old City market, the Shuk, taking in its
colorful stalls and fragrant spices, sampling local flavors, and pausing
to enjoy lunch on your own amid the lively atmosphere.

Discover Jerusalem’s Christian Quarter as you walk along the Via
Dolorosa to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, experiencing the historic
path that has drawn pilgrims and shaped faith traditions for centuries.
Stop in the neighborhood of Mea She’arim for a glimpse into the
traditions, rhythms, and lifestyle of Jerusalem’s Ultra-Orthodox Jewish
community.

Return to the hotel.

In the evening, immerse yourself in Jerusalem’s vibrant nightlife,
including shopping at Mamilla Mall and Ben Yehuda Pedestrian Mall.

(& Overnight: Jerusalem  =]Meals: Breakfast

DAY 10

MEMORY AND RENEWAL: A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE AND

CELEBRATION
Fri. Jun 19, 2026

Adults and youth over the age of 12:
Visit the Yad Vashem complex, the Jewish National Memorial to
the six million Jewish victims of the Holocaust, including:
The Avenue of the Righteous.
The Historical Museum.
The Children’s Memorial.
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A concluding Memorial Service.

Children under 12 with an adult:

Visit Ein Yael, an interactive museum located on a 2,000-year-old
archaeological site. Take part in weaving, ceramics, painting, and
other crafts typical of life in ancient times.

Give back at Pantry Packers: Roll up your sleeves and pack food for
families in need, making a real impact through hands-on volunteer
work.

Take time to explore Jerusalem’s lively Mahane Yehuda Market, where
you'll immerse yourself in the vibrant sights, sounds, and scents of this
dynamic hub. Wander through the colorful stalls and savor the flavors
of the city’s diverse and dynamic culinary scene.

Return to the hotel to get ready for a meaningful Shabbat experience in
Jerusalem.

Shabbat Shalom! Experience a musical Kabbalat Shabbat at the First
Train Station, as you welcome the Sabbat together as one community.
Enjoy a festive Shabbat dinner at the hotel, where you'll share a
traditional meal and reflect on the memories created over the last
week.

(S Overnight; Jerusalem =]Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 11

MASADA AND THE DEAD SEA: A DAY OF HISTORY, MYTH AND

WONDER
Sat. Jun 20, 2026

Start the day with a scenic drive down to the Dead Sea Basin.
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Ride the cable car OR hike up the Snake Path to the top of Masada, a
UNESCO World Heritage site. Learn about the heroic final stand of the
Jewish rebels against the Roman Empire in 74 CE and take in the
breathtaking desert views.

Experience the one-of-a-kind sensation of floating effortlessly in the
Dead Sea’s mineral-rich waters, a joyful and rejuvenating adventure for
the whole family.

Drive back to Jerusalem and return to the hotel for late checkout.
Gather as a community for a meaningful Havdalah service to bid
farewell to Shabbat, lifting the sweet melodies, spices, and candlelight
into a moment of reflection on your shared journey in Israel.

Celebrate the close of your Israel journey with a festive private farewell
dinner at a local restaurant, sharing good food, laughter, and memories
of your time together.

Transfer to Ben-Gurion International Airport for your flight back to the
US.

(& Overnight: Flight =]Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

DAY 12

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN
Sun. Jun 21, 2026

Return home, bringing with you the memories and deep connections
made during this memorable experience.
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