
PROGRAM ITINERARY
DAY 1

ON OUR WAY
Thu. Jun 25, 2026

Overnight: Flight

Depart from the US.

DAY 2

JEWISH ROOTS IN POLAND
Fri. Jun 26, 2026

Arrive at Warsaw Chopin Airport, where individual arrival transfers will
greet you and bring you directly to your hotel for a smooth and
comfortable start.

10:15 a.m. Meet your J² Expert Educator and local guide at the hotel
for an introduction to Warsaw and a preview of the journey ahead. The
meeting will take place in the Saski Meeting Room, located on the
second floor.

Learn about the audacious resistance of the Ringelblum Archive at the
Jewish Historical Institute, documenting daily life in the Ghetto with
extraordinary courage.

Enjoy lunch on own.

Walk through the monumental Okopowa Street Jewish Cemetery,
where gravestones and mausoleums tell the stories of rabbis, activists,
writers, and everyday citizens who shaped Jewish Warsaw.

Check into your hotel and freshen up before Shabbat.



Overnight: Warsaw, Poland Meals: Dinner

7:00 p.m. Join the local progressive community of Ec Chaim
Synagogue for uplifting Kabbalat Shabbat services.

8:30 p.m. Gather for a special Shabbat dinner at the Warsaw JCC, a
vibrant hub of contemporary Jewish life. Enjoy a warm, home-style
meal featuring Polish-Jewish flavors, local wines, and heartfelt
conversation with community members who are helping bring Jewish
Warsaw back to life.

DAY 3

MEMORY AND RESILIENCE IN WARSAW
Sat. Jun 27, 2026

8:45 Depart the hotel.

Trace the history of the Warsaw Ghetto, culminating at the powerful
Rappaport Memorial, honoring the heroes of the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising.

Stand at the Umschlagplatz, the deportation point for 265,000 Jews
sent to extermination camps - a place of memory and solemn
reflection.

At the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, journey through
ten dynamic centuries of Jewish life - from medieval merchants to the
vibrancy of interwar culture and today’s revival.

Enjoy lunch on own at the museum.

Step into a powerful piece of history with a visit to the Villa Zoo in
Warsaw, home to the inspiring story of Jan and Antonina Żabińska
during World War II. Located inside Warsaw Zoo, this unique
experience takes you beyond the traditional zoo visit and into the lives



Overnight: Warsaw, Poland Meals: Breakfast

of the courageous couple who risked everything to shelter and rescue
Jews during the Holocaust.

Unwind with a Polish cocktail and vodka workshop, discovering local
distillation traditions and sampling craft liqueurs that reflect Poland’s
regional tastes.

Optional: Evening walk through Warsaw’s Old Town, rebuilt stone by
stone after wartime destruction. Wander past cafés, squares, and
historic streets that whisper stories of the Jewish presence that once
animated them.

Free time for dinner.

DAY 4

LUBLIN: WISDOM AND LOSS
Sun. Jun 28, 2026

Check out from the hotel.

8:00 a.m. Depart the hotel and drive to Lublin.

12:00 p.m. Enjoy lunch at Hotel Ilan, located within the historic yeshiva
building itself. Savor Polish dishes with modern touches while reflecting
on the scholars who once learned within these very walls.

Explore Yeshivat Chachmei Lublin, once the largest and most
prestigious yeshiva in the world - so influential that Lublin was
nicknamed the “Jewish Oxford.”

Visit the Majdanek Concentration and Extermination Camp, an
unflinching encounter with the machinery of the Holocaust. Walk
through original barracks, the crematorium and gas chambers, and the
Mausoleum of Ashes - an experience of profound gravity.



Overnight: Lublin, Poland Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Walk under the Grodzka Gate, once the threshold between Lublin’s
Christian Old Town and Jewish Quarter - now a symbol of coexistence,
memory, and absence.

Check into your hotel and enjoy the rest of the evening on own.

DAY 5

JEWISH HERITAGE IN KRAKOW
Mon. Jun 29, 2026

Check out from the hotel.

7:30 a.m. Depart Lublin and drive to Krakow.

Discover Krakow through a lively tasting tour, sampling local specialties
- from artisanal breads and pierogi to contemporary Polish cuisine -
while getting to know the city’s culture through its flavors.

Stroll through Kazimierz, Krakow’s historic Jewish quarter, with your
Educator:

Altshul – Poland’s oldest synagogue, built in the 15th century.

Rema Synagogue – home of Rabbi Moses Isserles, still active
today.

Rema Cemetery – burial place of the Rema and other great rabbis.

Tempel Synagogue – now a hub for cultural and artistic events.

Visit the Galicia Jewish Museum, which sheds light on the Jewish past
and present through moving photography and contemporary
exhibitions.

Check into your hotel and enjoy the rest of the evening at leisure -
perhaps exploring Krakow’s vibrant cafés, wine bars, or riverfront



Overnight: Krakow, Poland Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

promenade.

DAY 6

THE DESTRUCTION OF EUROPEAN JEWRY
Tue. Jun 30, 2026

Overnight: Krakow, Poland Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

7:30 a.m. Depart for the Auschwitz–Birkenau complex, the largest Nazi
concentration and extermination camp.

Tour Auschwitz I, now a museum, with exhibits that preserve artifacts,
testimonies, and stories of survival and loss.

Continue to Birkenau, preserved largely as it was, where vast open
fields and remnants of barracks evoke the scale and horror of the
genocide.

12:00 p.m. Enjoy lunch at NaNovo Restaurant.

Visit the restored Oświęcim Synagogue, a powerful example of a
Jewish community that once thrived just miles from Auschwitz.

Return to Krakow.

7:30 p.m. Gather for a community dinner at the Krakow JCC, where
we’ll hear from Director Jonathan Ornstein and meet local leaders
helping rebuild Jewish life in the city.

DAY 7

MEDIEVAL KRAKOW & JEWISH CULTURE FESTIVAL
Wed. Jul 1, 2026



Overnight: Krakow, Poland Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Depart the hotel by foot and enjoy a leisurely walking tour of Krakow’s
Old Town, including views of Wawel Castle and one of Europe’s
grandest Market Squares.

Immerse yourself in the Jewish Culture Festival, one of the world’s
largest celebrations of Jewish art, music, learning, and creativity. Take
in live performances, artisan markets, and workshops that showcase
the best of global Jewish culture.

7:00 p.m. Gather for a festive farewell dinner at Szara Ges, one of
Krakow’s top culinary destinations. Enjoy refined Polish-European
cuisine while sharing reflections and highlights from your journey.

DAY 8

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN
Thu. Jul 2, 2026

Meals: Breakfast

Check out of the hotel. Individual departure transfers will bring you
comfortably and conveniently to Krakow Airport for your return flight to
the U.S.

Depart with renewed understanding, powerful memories, and a
deepened connection to the rich and complex story of Polish Jewry.

CHOOSE YOUR WAY



VOYAGER

T&C's

Carefully selected accommodations, offering comfort and quality.

A seamless, fully curated experience, as outlined below.

J² Customer Care available by phone and email.

$50 travel credit per person for your next J² journey.

$ 4,995 PER PERSON CLOSED
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