
PROGRAM ITINERARY
DAY 1

ON THE WAY
Mon. Nov 10, 2025

Overnight: Flight

Depart the US.

DAY 2

THE START OF A SPECIAL JOURNEY
Tue. Nov 11, 2025

Arrive at Berlin International Airport.

Welcome by your J² Expert Educator and local guide.

Introductory tour of Berlin including stops at:

The Brandenburg Gate, Berlin’s best-known landmark, now stands
as a symbol of the city’s reunification.

The Bundestag: Explore Germany’s traumatic political past and
prosperous present as we visit the dome of the German Federal
Parliament.

Explore the social, political, and cultural history of the Jews in Germany
– from their 4th-century arrival until today – at the Jewish Museum
Berlin, Europe’s largest Jewish museum. The tragedy of the Holocaust
is integrated into its exhibitions and its extraordinary architecture. We’ll
see how Daniel Libeskind’s design – with its zigzagging lines and



Overnight: Berlin Meals: Dinner

concrete “voids” – evokes a sense of unease and absence that, along
with their many achievements, is part of the German-Jewish story.

Check into the hotel.

Dinner and overview of the group journey with your J² Expert Educator,
including reviewing the itinerary, group themes, and the different
narratives. Share group and personal goals.

DAY 3

JEWISH LIFE IN BERLIN
Wed. Nov 12, 2025

Berlin Jews Welcome the Modern World: Discussion with your Expert
Educator.

Tour the Jewish Quarter and see the following sites:

Hackescher Market.

View of the New Synagogue and Centrum Judaicum.

We’ll stop outside the home of Rabbi Regina Jonas, the first
woman in modern times to be ordained as a rabbi. She served the
Jewish community before and during the Second World War.

We’ll also visit two important reminders of German resistance to
the Holocaust. The Museum of Otto Weidt’s Workshop for the
Blind honors the man who risked his life during World War Two to
hide and protect Jewish workers in his broom and brush workshop.
The Rosenstrasse Sculpture commemorates the successful 1943
protests against Nazi plans to deport the last remaining Jews from
Berlin. The protest was led by non-Jewish women seeking to
protect their Jewish spouses from deportation and death.



Overnight: Berlin Meals: Breakfast

Walk along Unter der Linden and pass by the famous Humboldt
University. Stop to visit the Book Burning Memorial at Bebel Square,
marking the Nazi attempt to recast German and European culture in
their own twisted image by destroying books of the world's finest
authors.

Visit the Monument to the Murdered Jews of Europe. Designed by
architect Peter Eisenman, this undulating field of reflection with
thousands of concrete dark gray slabs forms a gentle wave, ankle-high
in some places, designed to give visitors a sense of groundlessness
and loss of orientation.

DAY 4

MEMORY & CONTINUITY
Thu. Nov 13, 2025

Depart Berlin by bus.

Visit the Sachsenhausen Memorial and Museum. The Sachsenhausen
concentration camp was built in the summer of 1936 and was designed
and planned by SS architects to be the ideal camp. It was to express
the worldview of the SS in its architecture and at the same time
symbolically subdue the prisoners to the absolute power of the SS.
Between 1936 and 1945, more than 200,000 people were imprisoned
in Sachsenhausen. Initially the prisoners were political opponents of
the national socialist regime, then came the people declared by the
national socialists to be racially or biologically inferior, and from 1939
onwards, increasing numbers of citizens from occupied European
countries were transported to the camp.



Overnight: Berlin Meals: Breakfast, Packed Lunch

Packaged lunch, en route.

Group reflection with your J² Expert Educator.

Being Young, Jewish, and German: Dialogue with Rebecca Blady, the
Executive Director, and Jeremy Borovitz, the Senior Jewish Educator,
of Base Berlin – Hillel Germany.

DAY 5

THE MOST CIVILIZED COUNTRY IN THE WORLD...
Fri. Nov 14, 2025

“Jews May No Longer Own Pets”: In a city of Holocaust memorials, the
Places of Remembrance is perhaps the most controversial. Hung,
seemingly randomly, on street lampposts in the Bavarian Quarter are
80 signs that highlight anti-Jewish laws and regulations established by
the Nazis. These signs push passersby to contemplate the almost-
forgotten history of this neighborhood, which was once home to
prominent Jewish intellectuals, including Albert Einstein and Hannah
Arendt.

Bridge of Spies: We’ll stop at Glienicke Bridge where, during the Cold
War, spy and political prisoner swaps took place. This border and
checkpoint between East and West Germany has been featured in
many books and movies, including Steven Spielberg’s Bridge of Spies.
In 1986, the Soviet Jewish activist and dissident Natan Sharansky
walked over this bridge to freedom.

Lunch at a restaurant.

Visit the Villa in Wannsee, site of the infamous “Final Solution”
conference, including a private introduction to the house with staff of



Overnight: Berlin Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

the Wannsee Conference Educational and Memorial Site.

Continue to Gleis 17 (Track 17), the remains of the main deportation
center for Berlin Jews during the Holocaust, located in the affluent
neighborhood of Grunewald.

Return to the hotel with time to refresh before Shabbat.

Shabbat services at a Progressive Synagogue followed by dinner with
the local community.

DAY 6

ART & MEMORY IN BERLIN
Sat. Nov 15, 2025

While in Berlin do as the Berliners do: Travel across Berlin on the
famous S-Bahn and U-Bahn. Your local guide will explore with you the
maze of one of the best public transit networks in Europe.

Painting Freedom on the Wall: The years 1989-1990 were miraculous
as the Berlin Wall came down, the Cold War ended, and West and East
German reunified. See how artists reacted to those remarkable days at
the East Side Gallery. Look for an artistic representation with a
powerful declaration about the strong ties between Germany and the
State of Israel.

Stop by at RAW-Gelände, a vibrant street art center and cultural hub,
featuring eclectic mix of murals, galleries, music venues, and
alternative nightlife, showcasing the city’s dynamic urban art scene and
creative spirit.

Walk the grounds and sculpture gardens of Berlin's Museum Island. A
UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Museum Island Campus is a central



Overnight: Berlin Meals: Breakfast

backdrop to Berlin’s becoming an international cultural hub. Whether
you are an archeology buff or a lover of 19th-century European art, you
will find your inspiration on Museum Island.

Free time to explore Museum Island on own.

Devote time to mark the end of Shabbat with a group Havdalah and
reflection.

DAY 7

UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN
Sun. Nov 16, 2025

Meals: Breakfast

Check out of the hotel.

Transfer to the airport for your return flight to the US.


